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S. Misc. Doc. No. 127, 53rd Cong., 3rd Sess. (1895)
53D CONGRESS,} 
3d Session. 
~ENATE. 5 Mrs. Doc. 
< No. 127. 
IN THE SEN.ATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
FEBRUARY 23, 1895.-0rdered to be printed. 
Mr. COCKRELL presented the following 
LETTERS FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR AND THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN .A.FF AIRS, RELATING TO THE CLAIM 
OF CAPT. JOHN L. BULLIS, LATE ACTING UNITED STATES INDIAN 
AGENT AT SAN CARLOS AGENCY, ARIZ. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, February 15, 1895. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit for your information a copy of a 
letter dated the 13th instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
inclosiug certain original vouchers in favor of Capt. John L. Bullis, 
U. S . .A., late acting Indian agent at the San Carlos .Agency, .Ariz., for 
expenditures made by him from his own private funds, beginning in 
the fall of 1888, and covering a period of four fiscal years, said vouchers 
being supported by receipts and other evidence, and also by affidavits 
of Captain Bullis showing the necessity for the expenditures for the 
benefit of the lndians at the agency named during the time the same 
was in his charge. 
The vouchers were filed in the Indian Office in December, 1891, and 
were held for additional evidence, which was called for in March, 1892, 
but which was not furnished until 1894. 
The Qommissioner states that the evidence then presented in the 
case satisfies him that the captain acted in good faith and for the best 
i•nterests of the service; that the expenditures were necessary, and 
that the articles for which payment is claimed were actually furnished; 
and be therefore recommends that Congress be requested to afford 
the necessary relief by an amendment to the Indian appropriation bill 
authorizing payment out of an unexpended balance remaining of the 
fund provided for the" support and civilization of the Indians in Ari-
zona and New Mexico for the fiscal year 18.94." (See copy of letter 
from the CommiRsioner dated the 14th instant, also inclosed.) 
rrhe claims in question aggregate $1,437.59, and pending their inves-
tigation and filing of necessary evidence the funds out of which they 
could have been paid lapsed and the balances thereof were covered 
into the Treasury as "surplus" funds. 
In view of the statements presented by Captain Bullis I am of the 
opinion that he is entitled to reimbursement for the expenditures made 
by him, and concur in the recommendation made by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 
A form of the proposed amendment is also inclosed for your 
information. 
Very respectfully, HOKE SMITH, 
Secretary. 
Hon. JAMES K. JONES, 
Ohairman Oommittee on Indian Affairs, Senate. 
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. 
CAP~ JOHN L BULLI& 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, February 13, 1895. 
SIR: I have the honor to in close herewith vouchers (in duplicate) in 
favor of Capt. John L. Bullis, late acting United States Indian agent, 
San Carlos Agency, Ariz., viz: 
November 25, 1891 .•••••.•......... ,..  • • • • . . . • . . . • . • . . . . • • . . . • . . . • . . . . . • • . . $784. 95 
November 25, 1891 •... •..• .... ...... •.•• •.•. •... •..•. ...••. .... ...• .•..•. 398. 67 
December 19, 1891 . . . • • • . . . • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . . • • . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . 253. 97 
Total . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 437. 59 
These vouchers cover expenditures made by Captain Bullis from his 
own private funds, beginning in the fall of 1888 and covering a period 
of four fiscal years. 
The vouchers are supported by receipts and other evidence of expendi-
ture, and also by the affidavits of Captain Bullis showing the neces-
sity therefor. The vouchers in question were filed in this office in 
December, 1891, and were held for additional evidence, which was 
called for in March, 1892. This evidence was not furnished until 1894. 
Meanwhile, the fund out of which Captain Bullis might have been 
reimbursed bad lapsed into the Treasury. His only recourse now is to 
Congress. 
The evidence presented by Captain Bullis satisfies me that he acted 
in good faith and for the best interests of the service; that the expendi-
tures were necessary, and that the articles claimed for were actually 
furnished. I therefore recommend that Congress be requested to add 
to the Indian appropriation bill, if practicable, or, if not, to the defi-
ciency bill, a clause reimbursing Captain Bullis for tbe amount claimed. 
For this purpose I inclose a form of amendment. 
Very respectfully, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR, . 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, February 14, 1895. 
SIR: I have the honor to invite attention to my letter of yesterday 
relative to claim of Capt. John L. Bullis, late acting United States 
Indian agent at San Cados Agency, Ariz., amounting to $1,437.59, for 
expenditures made by him from his own private funds for the Indian 
service. In that letter I inclosed a form of amendment to the Indian 
appropriation bill, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to reim-
burse Captain Bullis out of any money not otherwise appropriated. 
Since then I have examined the books of this office and find that 
there is a balance of the appropriation for the "support and civilization 
of the Indians in Arizona and New Mexico for the fiscal year 1894,'' 
and it bas occurred to me that it would facilitate matters if that fund 
were to be used for the payment of Captain Bullis's claim instead of 
going to Congress for a new appropriation. I therefore recommend 
that the accompanying amendment be substituted for the one forwarded 
yesterday. It will be seen from this amendment that it does not require 
a new appropriation, but simply authorizes the use of funds already 
appropriated. 
ery respectfully, 
The ECRE'.rARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
0 
D. M. BROWNING, 
Commissioner. 
